Minutes from January 16th 2004

Meeting of the Dissemination Advisory Group of CDUHR

Attendance:

Joe Lunievicz-NDRI

Donald Powell (alternate for Tokes Osubu)-Gay Men of African Descent

Bric Bernas-Asian and Pacific Islander Coalition on HIV/AIDS

Andrew Osborne-NDRI

Dana Diamond-Exponents

Holly Hagan-NDRI

Bruce Rapkin-Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

Abigail Hunter-NDRI

Paul Warren-NDRI 

Bruce Stepherson-NDRI

1. Introductions

Committee members introduced themselves.

2. Acceptance of Minutes of October 2003 meeting

Paul asked for someone to accept the minutes and Bruce R. approved them.

3. Announcements-From now on at all advisory board meetings we will devote some time for announcements from our committee members. 1. Dana began with a brief discussion about her attendance at the December HIV Consortium meeting co- sponsored by NDRI and the HIV Center at Columbia. Dana stated that she found the research presentations to be very practical and easy to follow. 2. Donald shared that GMAD, People of Color in Crisis and Project Street Beat of Planned Parenthood are collaborating on a mobile testing initiative to provide ora-quick HIV testing. 3. Bric announced that APICHA is collaborating with the NYCDOH to go to clubs where MSM frequent to provide ora-sure HIV testing. They will also be sponsoring a health and wellness event that provides information about a variety of health issues. 4. Joe announced that NDRI has been contracted to give a 3 day training on counseling for rapid HIV testing from the AIDS Institute. 5. Abigail distributed the AIDS Institute 6 month training calendar. 6. Dana let folks know that Exponents has ora-quick testing every day between the hours of 11 AM-2 PM. 7. Bruce R. encouraged folks to attend the Roles of the Family Conference which will take place in Atlanta in late July. Next year it will be held in NYC and Bruce R. is helping to organize it. 
4. Fact Sheets-Abigail Hunter-Abigail gave a bit of background about the Hepatitis C fact sheets that were distributed to committee members 2 weeks ago. Sheila Strauss and Janetta Astone created the fact sheets with data that came out of their NIDA funded study that surveyed drug treatment programs about Hepatitis C services they provide. The group agreed that the fact sheets were easy to comprehend and nicely put together, but were not in the best format for general audience dissemination. Bruce S. asked what the fact sheets will be used for? Who is the target audience? What are we planning on doing with the fact sheets? Joe suggested that the statistics about Hepatitis C service offered in methadone programs vs. other drug treatment programs be put side by side. It will have more impact and is useful from a policy perspective. Holly suggested that these fact sheets are good for the treatment providers. A general discussion about the challenges of disseminating research findings took place. Some in the group suggested that a glossary of research terms should be developed. Bruce R. suggested that we should make manuals, tools protocols and any other materials that have been created with research projects available to the general public, perhaps through our website.  Bruce S. suggested that these materials can be used as a promotional tool. Holly asked about fact sheets that are subject based, such as the ones CDC or CAPS create. Bruce R. suggested that we use several avenues for dissemination such as website, bulletin boards in the training room, etc. Bric asked for a best practices format for CBO’s. Bruce R. suggested some headings for the fact sheet such as products/tools, self study questions, limitations. Because publishing of research findings can be a very slow process,  Bruce S. suggested an emerging trends format would be preferable. Bruce R. pointed out that there we are discussing both topical and project specific formats.
5. Technical Assistance Project-Paul Warren-Paul gave an overview of the Technical Assistance Program (TAP) a new Training Institute grant funded by MHRA that began on 11/01/03. Paul is the program manager for TAP and will be co-leading the dissemination advisory group meetings. The purpose of TAP is to provide free specific training/consultation to agency, staff, volunteers and peers to enhance services provided to people living with HIV/AIDS. The program targets service providers, volunteers and peers. The program is focused on, but not limited to 11 service areas, e.g. HIV basics/treatment, management/supervision, program evaluation and community board advisory board development. Participating agencies must serve or be seeking to serve people with HIV/AIDS. Paul handed out copies of the pre-production brochure for TAP and asked for comments. The committee members asked about the requirement for at least 15 people at each training. Paul pointed out that there was clear language about that requirement elsewhere in the brochure. Several participants asked if they are able to apply. Paul said that TAP can accept 15 agencies per year and that as long as advisory board participants meet the criteria, they are able to apply. Paul then distributed the grievance policy and got positive feedback. Bruce R. asked if Paul will share the results of the evaluations from partner agencies. Paul said that he would like to share results and get feedback about to improve services. 
6. Suggestions for New Business for Next Meeting

Abigail asked for more clarity about developing a template for a fact sheet for dissemination purposes. 

7. Closing Remarks

With no final remarks the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM. 

Reminder: Next Meeting is 

Friday, April 16, 2004

9:30-11:30 AM

NDRI, Inc.

71 West 23rd Street
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