CDHUR Dissemination Advisory Group Meeting

Meeting Minutes

Friday, April 16, 2004

9:30am- 11:30am

Meeting Facilitators: Paul Warren & Abigail Hunter

Meeting Location:  71 West 23rd Street, 8th Floor Conference Room

Minutes prepared by Crystal M. Ferguson
Attendees:

Janetta Astone-NDRI
Richard Cotroneo-NYSDOH-AIDS Institute-Educational Services

Sherry Deren-NDRI

Crystal M. Ferguson-NDRI

Abigail Hunter-NDRI

Joyce Hunter-HIV Center for Clinical and Behavioral Studies 

Joe Lunieviez-NDRI

Mary McCarty-Arias-NDRI

Milton Mino-NDRI

Peter Nakwaze-Hunter College Center on AIDS, Drugs & Community Health 

Annette Negron-East Harlem HIV Care Network

Andrew Osborne-NDRI

Bruce Rapkin-Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 

Bruce Stepherson-NDRI

Shelia Strauss-NDRI

Paul Warren-NDRI

 _______________________________________________________________________

1) Welcome, Introduction and Announcements 

Paul Warren briefly welcomed everyone to the day’s meeting and asked that attendees introduce themselves.  Everyone introduced themselves and the organizations they were representing. 
Announcements:

A. Andrew Osborne announced that he and Bruce Rapkin are collaborating to offer cancer screening to drug users at Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. 

B. Paul Warren announced that The Training Institute, CDUHR & NDRI have been working together on creating a new website. The contract is hoped to be signed by the end of the month.  

C. Annette Negron announced that The East Harlem HIV Care Network will be hosting a basketball tournament at The Children’s Society.  The event is for both males and females ages 14-16.  There will be tabling that will offer information about HIV & AIDS for youth.  The Network will also be hosting an AIDS walk on September 25, 2004.  They are presently looking for donations such as tee-shirts, trophies and food.  Mary McCarty-Arias told Annette that her sister works for Nautica and may be able to help. 

Richard Cotroneo made several  announcements concerning:  Social marketing “HIV Stops With Me”  and ESAP and Diabetes.
2) Acceptance of Minutes

Paul Warren asked for someone to accept the minutes and Joyce Hunter approved them. 

3) TAP-Update, Paul Warren (attachment A -13 pages)
Paul Warren distributed an “Agency Partner-Needs Assessment Instrument” package to all attendees.  Everyone was asked “If you were to apply to TAP, what kind of support would you need to help you fill out this assessment”. 
A.  Andrew Osborne asked everyone if they had specific questions they would like to  

      ask providers on the form. 
B. Janetta Astone said she would like to know if any agencies wanted Hep C training.  She also suggested the possibility of sending out a survey to gather as much information as possible then completing the forms over the phone.  Janetta as also suggested the possibility of the forms being completed by more than one person. She also told Paul to ask himself what’s on the form that he does not need. 
C. Sherry Deren suggested the form ask for an estimate instead of the exact percentage for client demographics. 

D. Joyce Hunter suggested making the package smaller. 

E. Sheila Strauss said that it is easier completing over the phone; however, if they complete the worksheet, it would mean less time on the phone.  She also told Paul to ask the agencies what they need to complete the forms. 
F. Bruce Rapkin suggested to Paul that he get as much information on the agency as possible, this way he could complete part of the package and help narrow it down for the agency.  Bruce also suggested separating agency data from opinion data. 
G. Bruce Stepherson said if he was receiving this package he would like to receive pre-information as well as a glossary of terms.  He also suggested having the information on disk.  Bruce also noted that some agencies might not collect the information requested on the forms.  

H. Abigail asked if it was possible to complete the forms with the agencies. The answer to this question was yes. 

I. Paul ended by thanking everyone for their comments and told them that if they had other thoughts to contact him. 

4) Hepatitis C Fact Sheets- Next Generation, Abigail Hunter (attachments B-D)
A. Abigail Hunter distributed Hep C Fact sheets (attachment B & C) to everyone. 

B. Sheila Strauss stated that the information was collected in two phases; Methadone Maintenance Programs and programs that do not dispense methadone.  The fact sheet was prepared to give the participants feed back on the subject matter.  She also gave a brief statement on the creation of the fact sheets. 
C. Abigail Hunter stated that one goal is to include the fact sheets on the web-site.  She handed out a blank template (attachment D) to everyone and asked for suggestion on what and what not to include on the sheet. 

D. Bruce Stepherson said he was very excited when he saw the fact sheet.  The information was very informative. 

E. Sherry Deren suggested the sheets include a brief background on the study, such as why is the study being conducted, what is the goal and who are the participants. She also stated that the information for sources takes up to much space and people might not care.  Sherry  suggested adding contact e-mail addresses. 
F. Shelia Strauss said the old “who, what, where, when, why and how” might work.  She also stated that sometimes it might not be possible to meet the needs of everyone. Shelia also said that you might need two different sheets based upon your audience.

G. Milton Mino suggested adding graphics. He also said that brochures help. Milton said he would more than likely pick up a brochure instead of a piece of paper.

H. Richard Cotroneo asked if there were any model programs for the fact sheets. Jennetta Astone answered, yes. 

I. Abigail Hunter stated that a fact sheet questionnaire is being developed.

J. Bruce Rapkin suggested conducting a group interview. 

K. Abigail Hunter stated that she would report back on the process.

5. ARIBBA ---Sherry Deren and Milton Mino

(attachment E)

The “HIV/AIDS Among Drug Users in Puerto Rico: Evidence of a Public Health Emergency” study consisted of two teams of investigators, in Puerto Rico and New York.  They studied Puerto Rican drug users, particularly in terms of risks for HIV/AIDS since 1988.

A. Joyce Hunter asked for more information on travel between New York and Puerto Rico.  Sherry Deren told her that the information is being prepared.  Joyce also suggested putting the information in newsletters.
B. Sherry Deren asked everyone to think about who needs to hear the information collected and in what format should it be presented? 
C. Bruce Rapkin wanted to know how far NDRI would go to disseminate the study findings.  He also suggested trying to apply for an emergency grant money to continue the study and disseminate the findings.
D. Sherry Deren added that she will be doing a presentation in Puerto Rico; however, our own government forbids talking about syringes.  Bruce Rapkin suggested that she talk to lawyers about this matter.
6. Suggestions for New Business & Closing Remarks

A. Paul  Warren stated that anyone with new business for the next meeting should e-mail either Abigail Hunter or himself.
The next meeting is set for Friday, July 9, 2004. 
